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11 JANUARY 117fl. V 
CHILE: //THE ENDORSEMENT 0 F T H E CHILEAN GOVERNMENT'S 

POSITION] A] THE NATIONAL REFERENDUM LAST WEEK WAS A CLEAR PERSONAL 
VICTORY F(,K PRESIDENT PIN0CI1E1 T H A T EXCEEDED HIS OWN EXPECTATIONS. 
THE TURNOUT WAS EXCEPTIONALLY HEAVY--ABOUT S.MMlLLlONO F ALMOST lj 
MISSION ELIGIBLE VOTERS, HUH 75 PERCENT TAVOKINC THE GOVERNMENT’S 

i 

REJECTION; OF The UN RESOLUTION CENSURING CHILC FOR HUNAN RIGHTS 

VIOLATIONS.//® 

! ■ • 

. j //UE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT THE GOVERNMENT ENPLOYED FRAUD 

IN THE PLEBISCITE. THE GOVERNMENT POSITION LIAS CAREFULLY HORDED TO 

! : ■ i 

APPEAL TO j THE STRONG NATIONALISM OF THE |CHILEANSi PINOCHET THEREBY 

ASSURED HIMSELF OF AN OVERWHELMING ADVANTAGE AGAINST THOSE GROUPS 

i '■ I - 

THAT URGED A NEGATIVE VOTE-//®® j 

■j //PINOCHET'S VICTORY LULL CONSOLIDATE HIS SUPPORT WITHIN 
THE MILITARY , PARTICULARLY THE ARMY, WHERE DOUBT ABOUT HIS JUDGMENT 
AND LEADERSHIP LIAS BEGINNING TO SPREAD, AND WILL REAFFIRM HIS PRE- 
EMINENT POSITION IN THE JUNTA . AS A RESULT. HE W I L L HAVE A FREER 
HAND IN MANY AREAS.//HI 
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j '//PINOCHET WILL N 0 T HESITATE T 0 POINT TO THE REFERENDUM 

I , RESULTS A S EVIDENCC 0 F HIS GOVERNMENT* S LEGITIM ACY AND OF HIS OWN 
; POLITICAL ASTUTENESS. HE H A S REM ARKED T H A T THEREUlLL EE N 0 MORE 

15c ; ELECTION OR VOTING FOR A DECADE. AND EVIDENTLY INTENDS TO A C T AS 

THOUGH HE NOW HAS A MANDATE FOR THE SLOW TRANSITION TO CIVILIAN 
RULE THATHE OUTLINED LAST JULY.//J 

//HIS RCNARKS ON PRESIDENTIAL AND CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS 
HAVE SEEN INCONSISTENT! HOWEVER- AND HEMAYSHOWSOME FLEXIBILITY ON 
THIS POINT. r h eCHILEANSih a vIn g BEEN ALLOWED to exercI Se the vote. 
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AREN 0 WLIKELVt oSE MORE STRIDENT In DEMANDING GREATER Po lI T Ic a l 
PARTICIPATION. /J^| 

//UEEXPECT N 0 HARSH CRACKDOWNS. BUTPINOCHET WILL ALMOST 


CERTAINLY SE TOUGHER TOWARD HIS OPPONENTS IN THE OUTLAWED POLITICAL 
PA RTI ES AND IN LABOR AND CHURCH CIRCLES. ; ALTHOUGH HE HAS PROCLAIMED 
THAT' THE CURFEW AND THE STA fC-OF-SIEGE RESTRICTIONS WILL REMAIN I N 
FORCE. THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE THAT H E WILL RELAX THEM WHEN H E THINKS 
HEHASMADE THE POINT THAT CHILEIS NOT SENDING TO FOREIGN PRESSURE. //j| 
1 . //PINOCHET WILLi HOWEVER, UCED OUT DISSENTERS WITHIN 

UAtfc , i ‘ 

OFiC . | i 
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- the Government., h e has announced his intention t o reorganize 

■ •. i 

T H E FOREIGN MINISTRY* A NUMBER 0 F OFFICIALS IN T H I S MINISTRY— 

J Including the foreign minister-, admiral carvajal— HAD PROTESTED t he 

! ! 

; C A L L FOR T H E REFERENDUM . THE J U NTA ftEMBCRSUHO 0 P PO S E D THE VOTE-- 

! -■ 

AIR FORCE CHIEF LEIGH AND NAVY C H I E F MERINO— MAY BE F 0 R C E D TO’ STEP 


ASIDE, t> 


//LEIGH I S STILL S N I P I N G AT PINOCHET* ALTHOUGH HE HAS 


PUBLI CLY REAFFIRMED HIS LOYALTY A N D BURSHED 0 F F SUGGESTIONS OFa 


SPLIT IN THE JUNTA-. 


PINOCHET 


IS BECOMING A POUCH-HUNGRY DICTATOR- L E I G H ALSO A L L E G E D THAT T H E CIA 
’lS BACKING HARD-LINERS IN HOPES OF TO PPL I NG THE PRESIDENT. /JB| 

//LEIGH'S MOTIVES A R E F A R FROM CLEAR i BUT H I S STATEMENTS— 
. ALMOST CERTAIN. TO LEAK- -WILL HAKE UISPOSITION EVEN MORE UNTENABLE* 
LLTGHMAYB E TRYING TO P R 0 V 0 K E PINOCHET INTO REMOVING HIMi PERHAPS 
OMT H EASSUMPTIONT H A T SUCH A STEP WOULD CATALYZE OPPOSITION WITHIN 
THE ARMED SERVICES AND L E A D T 0 PINOCHET * S REMOVAL * /£j|f 

//PINOCHET HAS strESSedthA Thi s GOVERNMENT Wl LLnot 
ADOPT A MOKE AGGRESSIVE -FOREIGN POLICY. PRESUMABLY I N C L U D I N G A 
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//IT IS DIFFICULT 'TO JUDGEHOUHE WILL PLAY THE RELATION- 
SHIP UITH T H E US. ALTHOUGH IMPROVED RELATIONS WITH WASHINGTON 

REMAIN A FUNDAMENTAL OBJECTIVE 0 F HISGOVCRNMENT, PINOCHET PROBABLY 
BELIEVES THAT A SPECIFIC QUID PRO QU0--SUCH AS SUPPORT FOR CHILE'S 
REQUESTS FOR LOANS 'THROUGH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS—SHOULD B E 
F0RTHC0M1N GINRETUS JN— FOR FURTHER RESPONSES ON HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES. 
THE CHILEAN APPROACH T 0 THE US F 0 R MEDIATION .ON THE BEAGLE CHANNEL 
DISPU TEUITil ARGENTINA DEMONSTRATES SOME HOPE FOR GOOD RELATIONS 
: UITH T H E US. 

| ' //CHILE HAS MADE SUBSTANTIAL P R 0 G R E S S I N IMPROVING I T S 

: r ' t 

[HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES, AND MOST CHILEANS PROBABLY RESENT WHAT THEY 
! 1 1 

'[ REGARD AS A LACK Of RECOGNITION OF THIS CHANGE- AMONG T H E IMPROVE- 
MENTS NOTED SY RED AND OTHER 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANTZATIONS ARE: 

— //A MARKED REDUCTION I N REPORTS .OF t o r t uR e . Il l eG a l 
DETENTIONS. AND “ DISAPPEARANCES." /<^| 

— //CONSIDERABLE IMPROVEMENT I N TREATMENT OF POLITICAL 












